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After the special troops of the AVO entercd the monastarics and convents at 
Szentgotthard, Zalaegerszeg, Nacykanizsa, Pécs, Baja and Szered > monks and 
nuns were transferred and grouped top-ether in the central section of Hungary. 
The number of monits who were evacuated and gathered torether increased to 320 
by 17 dune 1950, and the number of nuns to 700. 


The police action to concentrate the members of religious orders started along 
the Yugoslav frontier, and as of the end of June 1950 was spreading to more 
northern arcas. 


The concentration areas near Kunszentmiklos are at daszbereny and Vac. Monsignor 
Mndrédy, Prior of the Cistercian order, was allowed to visit the internees on 

13 dune. He found them in miserable condition, as the authorities had not 
arranged for provisions, anc the internecs hac to rely on the food which the 
population or the nearby villares gave then. 


The mumber of montis anc nuns interned increased daily. ‘The southwestern repion, 
and the cntiro eastern region, cspecially the citics of Scombathcly, Sopron, 
Papa, anc Készeg were under police control. 


The bishons decided to negotiate witn the state. A delegation cf bishops had 

their first conference with the “Minister of Culture, Darvas, on 2C June, a 

second on G July, and a third en 13 July. The bishons wished to Giscuss quections 
pertaining to the relipious orders first, but the fovernmment avoided this under 

the pretext that the unrcst had not yet terminated and that the political police 
had found proof which showed that the rclifious orders were "counter-revolutionery". 
Darvas cited as examples the Cistorcian convent in Budapest Mloranszky ut) where 

an 56 course of instruction was ;iven, the Ciscovery of arms in other convents, 
ete, It was evident that the covermicnt wished to prescnt a fait accommli, and 

bo carry out nerotiations in this light. 
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During the nefotiations, intermients continucd in Ducapest; Jesuits, Proenonstrea~ 


tentians, Sistcreians, and Senedictincs wore ceported. che Tungarian covern- 
nent also used pressure on the bishops by another means, Towards the end of 
soot the Vicar General of the Esatergom Diocese, forncrly Cardinal itindszenty's 
CLocese » Giec, and the canons wished to elect Charles Gislcr to this position. 

Tie Communists Icarncd of the intentions of the clectors and Cigler was arrested 
the evening before elections. Several cays later, the canons met to clect the 
auxiliary bishop, Zoltan Veszlenyl, as Vicar Cenoral. le, too, was arrested 
the day after his clection, and is secretly confined somewhere. ‘The Communists 
wished Nicolas Beresztocay elected vicar. [le had been condemned to a year in 
prison but had been free for the eight months preceding the elections. Since 
his liberation, the clergy and the Hungarian bishops have bcen very suspicious 
of Reresztocazy's attitude, and they issued an orler stating that conbact with 
him should be avoided as he probably had made an agreement with the police and 
was now wor'cing for them. 


the bishop of Yac, Monsienor Jozsef Peterny, 
had been arrested; hovever, this is uvconfirned. The police considered hin 
as one of the most hostile of the bishops and have placed nany difficulties 
in his way for a long tine. Therefore it is plausible that he has been arrested. 
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